Powell Miller Anchors State Bar Panel on Controlling Legal Costs

Powell Miller, Founder and Managing Partner of The Miller Law Firm, was one of the featured panelists at an event presented by the In House Counsel Committee of the State Bar of Michigan’s Business Law Section. “Controlling Outside Legal Costs,” a panel discussion for in-house counsel, took place at The Community House in Birmingham on Thursday, December 8, 2011. Powell was one of only two private practitioners, and the only attorney from a boutique law firm, invited to join the panel. He spoke on “Aligning Interests: How to Achieve the Win-Win Relationship” and shared his own experiences offering alternative fee arrangements to clients. Estimating that more than 70% of his firm’s billings involve alternative fees, Powell offered case studies illustrating his philosophy and listing a practitioner’s tips for determining when bills are too high. 
The panel also included Bruce Peterson, General Counsel of DTE Energy in Detroit, who called Powell’s comments “creative and insightful.” The in-house counsel attendees called the event “great” and all but one attendee said he/she would recommend the event to a colleague. More than one attendee singled out Powell’s presentation for special praise: “Loved Powell’s presentation.” 
The State Bar event also showcased the Detroit Urban Debate League, a nonprofit group that established debate programs in underserved high schools throughout the Detroit area. The DUDL is one of several dozen similar groups in large cities across the country. Powell Miller sits on the DUDL Board of Directors, along with his former high school debate partners and current law partner Kevin O’Shea. Kevin is also a member of the DUDL Board and serves as Chairman of the Lawyer’s Committee of the DUDL, which seeks financial and other support from Detroit’s legal community. 

Please contact Kevin O’Shea at The Miller Law Firm (kfo@millerlawpc.com)  if you are interested in learning more about the cost control panel or if you would like to receive a copy of Powell’s PowerPoint.

